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You can use both “say” and “tell” in reported speech.  
The meaning is the same, but using “tell” allows you  
to specify who someone was talking to.

New language  Reported speech with “tell” 

Vocabulary  Collocations with “say” and “tell”

New skill  Talking about truth and lies

KEY LANGUAGE “SAY” AND “TELL” IN REPORTED SPEECH

COMMON MISTAKES “SAY” AND “TELL” IN REPORTED SPEECH

FURTHER EXAMPLES “SAY” AND “TELL” IN REPORTED SPEECH

In reported speech, you 
can say who someone is 
talking to when you use 
“tell” as the main verb. 
“Tell” must be followed  
by an object.

Telling things to people

In reported speech, you must put an object 
after “tell” to show who someone is talking to.

With “say,” you do not need an object 
to show who someone is talking to.

“Said” cannot have an object. “Told” must have an object.

You can leave out “that” in reported speech with “said.” You can also leave out “that”  
in reported speech with “told.”
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FILL IN THE GAPS BY ADDING “SAID” OR “TOLD”

USE THE CHART TO CREATE 12 CORRECT SENTENCES  
AND SAY THEM OUT LOUD

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Grace has been on a date.  
She tells her friend Robyn about it.
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KEY LANGUAGE TIME AND PLACE REFERENCES
If you report speech some time after it was said, you might  
need to use different words to talk about times and places.

The time reference is 
“yesterday” in direct speech.

The time reference is  
“the day before” in 

reported speech.

MATCH THE SENTENCES IN DIRECT SPEECH WITH THEIR EQUIVALENTS 
 IN REPORTED SPEECH

REWRITE THE SENTENCES USING REPORTED SPEECH
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READ THE ARTICLE AND MARK THE CORRECT SUMMARY

WRITE THE WORDS FROM THE PANEL IN THE CORRECT GROUPS

CHECKLIST

 Reported speech with “tell”     Collocations with “say” and “tell”   Talking about truth and lies  

COLLOCATIONS WITH “SAY” COLLOCATIONS WITH “TELL”
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